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MWEE Case Study: 
A community partnership
Since 2018, Wicomico County Public Schools (WCPS) has partnered 

with their local Green Center, the Ward Museum of Wildfowl Art, 

Salisbury University, to provide a county-wide MWEE for all 

Kindergarten students. Established in 1868, WCPS employs 

approximately 2,457 full-time staff members. Of those, 1,300 

classroom teachers educate over 15,000 students every day, from 

Prekindergarten through Grade 12. Full-day and half-day 

Prekindergarten classrooms educate more than 600 three- and four-

year-olds. WCPS  has four high schools (grades 9-12), one middle/

high school (6-12), three middle schools (6-8), one elementary/

middle school (4-8), 16 elementary schools, and numerous other 

programs. The student body at the schools served by WCPS is 

39.05% White, 37.47% Black, 3.02% Asian, 11.71% Hispanic/

Latino, .52% American Indian or Alaska Native, >1% Native Hawaiian 

or other Pacific Islander, and 8.10% two or more races. 49.13% of 

students are female, and 50.85% of students are male. 63.0% of 

students are eligible to participate in the federal free and reduced-

price meal program, 8.28% of students are English language learners, 

and 11.13% receive special education services.

Wicomico County Public Schools (WCPS) approaches MWEEs as project-based learning. Kindergarten students complete 

one learning expedition every year. Through this field trip learning environment, students are presented with a compelling 

problem in our community.  By beginning with our Kindergarten students, the program is able to assist student learning in 

older grades by  encouraging environmental literacy.  

Kindergarten students explore 
their local watershed through the 
Kindergarten MWEE collaborative 

program at the Ward Museum.

Highlights
» In collaboration with their local Green Center, The Ward Museum of Wildfowl Art, Salisbury University, Wicomico 

County Public Schools (WCPS) use a project-based learning approach to Meaningful Watershed Educational 

Experiences, where an annual project related to watersheds is built into the curriculum, as a field trip, in Kindergarten.

» WCPS emphasizes 21st-century skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, collaboration, and 

communication, both to engage students  as well as encourage scientific literacy in our youngest learners.

»
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“Collaborating with our local school system has 
allowed us to facilitate a fantastic model for 
providing hands-on learning, in a real-world, 
out-of-classroom experience.  

— Brenda Miller, Coordinator of Education

Emphasizing 21st-Century Skills

Wicomico County Public Schools’ approach to environmental literacy aims to address both the Next Generation Science 

Standards as well as the 21st Century skills of collaboration, and communication that students need as citizen-scientists. With 

that in mind, this begins with educating Kindergarten students in how to be good stewards of the earth. By exploring the local 

watershed, students are exposed to the idea that small changes can have a large impact.  The program allows students to 

practice developing evidence-based claims, encourages problem solving, and guides them in making informed decisions about 

their actions on the environment. In addition, this field trip experience incorporates collaboration and problem solving, as 

scholars work together to find unique solutions.  

Lessons Learned

• Organizing Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences

around projects provides an authentic reason for learning 

and deepens students’ engagement.

• Building explicit projects into schoolwide curriculum 

frameworks ensures that Meaningful Watershed 

Educational Experiences become a core component in

students’ education.

• Explicitly teaching students thinking routines to apply 

to their learning deepens their Meaningful Watershed 

Educational Experiences and increases the probability of transferences of both cognitive

skills and knowledge.

• Providing meaningful ways that students can work collaboratively on solutions not only

improves the overall products that they produce, but also serves to develop students’ 

collaborative skills.

Empowering our youngest learners 
is vital to the future protection of the 

earth.




